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President /Chairman’s Report 2011 

In my past reports, I have remained 
apolitical but that due to current 

circumstances has changed as I feel the need to express 
my opinion in relation to current political activity and, 
indeed, inactivity. 

Live cattle exports to Indonesia, the Carbon Tax, future 
food security and Foreign Ownership are issues that are 
‘Hot Topics’ within rural communities. 

The live cattle export crisis has been handled abysmally 
by the current Government.  An Agriculture Minister who 
did not visit a single abattoir or feedlot whilst touring 
Indonesia, considering the importance of cattle and 
wheat exports to this country, beggar’s belief. Recently, 
Bronwyn Bishop commented that “They would not have 
taken him (Mr Ludwig) to a bad abattoir.” This asserts 
that they would have only taken him to one of the best 
operators thus giving him the information required to 
make an informed decision rather than a kneejerk 
reaction. Even though the Australian Government has 
approved the resumption of live cattle exports and the 
Indonesian Government has issued import permits for 
180,000 head, only approximately 30,000 animals will be 
shipped prior to the start of the wet season. The numbers 
have been restricted by the limited number of abattoirs 
approved by Australia and the availability of boats. 
Therefore only around 4,000 head will be transported per 
week. The timing of the 4 Corners report appears to have 
been scheduled to cause the most damage to the 
industry and consequently people’s livelihoods.   

The Carbon Tax, Food Security and Foreign Ownership are 
topics that overlap with each other. It is obvious that 
increasing Foreign Ownership and Food Security are 
issues that are associated.  But when you think of the 
decreasing gross margins for a multitude of agricultural 

enterprises, together with ‘Carbon Sinks’ provided by 
Carbon credit companies looking to increase tree 
plantings by 20-30,000 ha per year, this means less land 
available for food production. World population growth 
will ensure that adequate food supply will be a major 
issue before any worst case scenario forecast for climate 
change has any real relevance. 

Agricultural production, both now and in the future, 
appears to be of little importance in some political circles 
and even amongst significant numbers of urban dwellers.  
In 1986, ‘The Land’ newspaper published the results of a 
survey which found 68% of people living in the Sydney 
Basin have never travelled outside of that basin. I hate to 
think what the percentage is today. This displays the 
widening disconnect between urban and rural 
communities. It is imperative that agricultural industries 
continue and expand effective education programs that 
counter uninformed opinions expressed through the 
media by radical environmental and animal rights groups. 

Finally, on a more positive note, I would like to 
congratulate the Maynard family on their success in the 
Dawson-Callide Carcase Competition. This is another 
impressive result for both them and the Senepol brand 
for the 3rd consecutive year. 
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The FIS Advantage… 
 

Two years ago at the EKKA, The ASCBA President and I sought out Mr Gary Noller from the Charolais Society to pick his 
brains on how their society implemented an FIS system. What he shared was that transition is a rocky road and that once 
established it is what turned the Charolais Breed Society around, and has seen it go from strength to strength. More 
recently, at MLA’s Bingara Meat Profit day, both the ASCBA President and I had a chance encounter with Mr. Sinclair 
Munro, Booromooka Angus, who was overwhelmingly in support of the FIS, and that in his opinion had allowed the Angus 
breed to become the juggernaut that it is today. 
 
As the Treasurer, the most important thing that it provides for the ASCBA is a firm revenue base that will grow organically 
as females numbers grow, and more importantly it allows for very accurate budget forecasting of future revenue that can 
be channeled more confidently and frequently into Breed promotion. 
 
But most importantly, what does the FIS mean for you, the Senepol Breeder?  
 
The FIS Advantages for the Breeder include: 
 

 The cost to register for life ‘the next big thing’, the next ‘Nocona’, ‘Hercules’ etc, or even a herd bull is just $1.50 
for life!!!, provided it is a natural born calf (a little more if an ET calf) from an active cow. 

 Registration with ASCBA provides access to the Senepol Herd book and a verifiable, downloadable pedigree linked 
to the Agricultural Business Research Institute (ABRI) data base.  

 Access to performance recording through ABRI using contemporary Best Linear Unbiased Prediction (BLUP) 
modelling techniques to provide estimated breeding values (EBVs) to assist with genetic improvement. 

 Quality assurance through random selection of registrations to verify parentage. 

 Authority to exhibit cattle as Purebred Senepol at regional and royal shows. 

 Traceability of genetic mutations based on pedigree should they arise. 

 Access to ASCBA approved AI sires for artificial breeding programs, with DNA held on file. 

 Significant increase in value of Active Registered females in the order of 3-4 time that of inactive, unregistered 
Senepol females. 

 Access for registered cattle at future Society sponsored sales, field days and events. 

 An annual opportunity to critically review your female list for potential culls for age/ fertility etc to keep the herd 
book accurate. 

 
Remember as a member you also have access to other benefits including: 
 

 Tropical Beef Technology Service extension services like information days including ‘Closer to your Client’ field 
days. 

 Access to discounted genetic tests through Pfizer. 

 Access to advertising on the ASCBA website. 

 Access to the Senepol online herd book. 
 
So members get behind your Association and give your herd the best chance to be valuable and profitable and keep your 
females active on the ASCBA herd book database. 
 
Trevor Price 
Treasurer 

 

 
Welcome to our new members 

 

Leon & Juanita Zischke  Kurt & Liz Baumgart 

‘Caldene’   ‘Wiangaree Park’ 

PO Box 646   106 Victoria Avenue 

BILOELA QLD 4715  CHELMER QLD 4068 

 



 

 
 

RNA Senepol Cattle Show Results for 2011 
 

  Class Exhibit Result 

370 - Heifer - 12 months and under 16 months Lincoln Cattle Co. Flower First 

371 - Heifer - 16 months and under 20 months Antigua Fraga First 

374 - Heifer - 20 months and under 30 months Boomerang Park Sheeba First 

374 - Heifer - 20 months and under 30 months Antigua Evita Second 

375 - Cow or Heifer - 30 months and under 48 months Boomerang Park April First 

375 - Cow or Heifer - 30 months and under 48 months PHA Diana D69 Second 

372 - Bull - 12 months and under 16 months Antigua Frutillar First 

372 - Bull - 12 months and under 16 months Lincoln Cattle Co. Rambo Second 

373 - Bull - 16 months and under 20 months Antigua El Vigia First 

373 - Bull - 16 months and under 20 months Antigua Falcon Second 

376 - Bull - 20 months and under 30 months Silverleigh Enforcer First 

376 - Bull - 20 months and under 30 months Silverleigh King Gee Second  

377 - Bull - 30 months and under 42 months Antigua Delgada First 

377 - Bull - 30 months and under 42 months PHA Dynamite D72 Second 

378 - Breeder's Group Antigua Senepol First 

378 - Breeder's Group PHA Diana D69 Second 

JUNIOR CHAMPION HEIFER Antigua Fraga 
 

RESERVE JUNIOR CHAMPION HEIFER Lincoln Cattle Co. Flower 
 

JUNIOR CHAMPION BULL Antigua El Vigia 
 

RESERVE JUNIOR CHAMPION BULL Antigua Falcon 
 

SENIOR CHAMPION COW OR HEIFER Boomerang Park April 
 

RESERVE SENIOR CHAMPION COW OR HEIFER Boomerang Park Sheeba 
 

GRAND CHAMPION COW OR HEIFER Boomerang Park April 
 

SENIOR CHAMPION BULL Antigua Delgada 
 

RESERVE SENIOR CHAMPION BULL PHA Dynamite D72 
 

GRAND CHAMPION BULL Antigua Delgada 
 

1004 - HERDSMENS' COMPETITION INTERBREEDS Antigua Senepol 

 



EKKA Dinner at Customs House 
 

An Association function organized by Ian Johnston was attended by many of our members and it has 

been noted that the night was enjoyed by all and a successful event. 
 

Here are some snap shots of some of our members on the night! 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Contact details for ASCBA Inc. Sub-Committee Members 

Name Sub-Committee Phone Fax Mobile Email 

Tony Baker 
 

Beef 2012 02 6729 5086 02 6729 5086 0427 295 086 bimbimble@aussiebroadband.com 

Col Godfrey 
 

Rules & Regulations and 
Website Development 

02 6663 3376 02 6663 3376 0427 524 755 colgod@bigpond.com 

Gary Porter 
 

Merchandise and Website 
Development 

07 4630 0235  0411 035 420 gporter@satphc.com.au 

Trevor Price 
 

Breed Standards and 
Marketing & Promotion 

02 6783 2227  0429 832 228 trevorgprice@bigpond.com.au 

Ian Johnston Merchandise 07 5404 7304 07 5484 7314 0413 620 377 lynfield4jn@bigpond.com 

John Brandon 
Editorial/Newsletter and 
Marketing & Promotion 

07 4664 8205 07 4664 8205 0427 648 205 boomerangparksenepols@hotmail.com 

Dallas Hawkins Beef 2012 02 6036 3170 02 6036 3180 0427 205 646 dhawkins@bigpond.net.au 

Ian Manly 
Rules & Regulations and 
Website Development 

07 3289 5658 07 3289 5652 0411 867 770 info@antiguasenepols.com 

Peter Spies 
Editorial/Newsletter and 
Marketing & Promotion 

07 4095 3968 07 4095 3968 0408 064 196 pandkspies@aapt.net.au 

Geoff Maynard Beef 2012 07 4996 5233 07 4996 5316 07 4996 5240 mteugene1@bigpond.com.au 

mailto:mteugene1@bigpond.com.au?subject=Greetings%20from%20the%20Australian%20Senepol%20Cattle%20Breeders%20Association%20Inc.%20Web%20Site


 

 

“Pinnacle Pocket Senepols Sensational 
on FNQ Show circuit” 

Atherton Tableland Senepol cattle breeders, Peter and 
Katrina Spies, recently made an impact on this years’ 
Far North show circuit - exhibiting their Senepol at the 
Cairns, Malanda, Atherton and Tully shows.  
 
In Cairns, Judge Shane Bishop awarded Grand 
Champion Bos taurus bull to their exhibit Five star 
Tarzan, a 38 month old bull. “Tarzan first won senior 
bull over 30 months, and then took out Champion Bos 
Taurus senior bull and then went on to win Grand 
champion in that section” Mr Spies said.  
 
Pinnacle Pocket also won Champion heifer calf under 
12 months with Pinnacle Pocket Edith and a first 
ribbon in the 12months and under 15 months category 
with the 14 month old Pinnacle Pocket Daniella. 
“Daniella was sired by Hazledean 4-40 and is a long-
bodied, very feminine heifer who is displaying early 
maturity. We believe she may already be in the early 
stages of pregnancy. Her half-sister, Becky, got into calf 
at 14 ½ months”. Daniella went on to win Reserve 
Champion Junior Heifer against a very lovely Murray  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Grey. The reserve champion Senior Cow was Valinor 
'Jade' 07011 – a Senepol exhibited by Pinnacle Pocket. 
 
At Atherton Pinnacle Pocket Senepols took out Senior 
Champion Bull with Five Star Tarzan and Reserve Junior 
Champion Bull with Pinnacle Pocket Edison. Five Star 
Tarzan was awarded Senior Champion Bull at the 
Malanda show by Gary Noller of Gunnadoo Charolais. 
Tarzan also won the same category at the Tully show. 
 
The Spies’ see it as a very important part of their 
enterprise development to benchmark and one of the 
most important ways to do this in the Stud industry is 
through the show ring. “The Show Ring is the shop 
window to your stud and the breed” Peter said. “Many 
good cattlemen here in the north are taking notice of 
the Senepol breed where they have a role to play in 
lifting fertility and meat quality in what is 
predominantly Bos indicus herds. Their sleek coat and 
polledness is a real attraction”.  
 
The Spies’ breed both Senepol and 
Senepol/Droughtmaster composite cattle. 
 
Below is an article from Page 12 of the North 
Queensland Register, August 4, 2011. 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

SENEPOL Breeders descend on AGQUIP  

Gouron Creek and Planchonella Hill Senepol 

Studs have recently returned from Showcasing 

Senepol cattle as a profitable cross breeding 

option for cattle breeders as part of the 

Commonwealth Bank Agquip Field day held from 

18-20 August. Agquip is the largest – by far – 

Agricultural Field day in the Southern Hemisphere 

with over 15 kilometres of exhibits on the site. 

Our aim was to introduce beef breeders to 

Senepol as well as providing an opportunity for 

established Senepol Studs and commercial 

Senepol users to view our seedstock.  Stud quality 

Senepol bulls, including PHA D72 ‘The Coal Train’ 

Dynamite, fresh from the Reserve Senior 

Champion duties at the EKKA and GCS 8025 Anoca 

were on display as well as pure bred and cross 

bred bulls.  

 

While other breed society exhibits were busy 

serving up steak sandwiches to the general public 

the Senepol exhibitors went quietly about their 

work of informing the visiting commercial 

cattlemen of the benefits of cross breeding with 

Senepol. There is still a lot of breed promotion 

required as approximately three quarters of 

visitors had never heard of Senepol, with the 

balance having heard of or used Senepol genetics 

with great success in their beef breeding 

operation. Everyone who visited our site went 

away with a positive image and a greater 

understanding of the advantages of the Senepol 

breed. Pictured below are Tony Baker and Trevor 

Price at the end of the first day of Agquip 2011. 

 

 

 

TREVOR PRICE AND TON Y BAKER DISPLAYING S ENEPOL CATTLE AT AGQ UIP 2011  

 
 



 

 

BEEF 2012 
Bookings for sites at Beef 2012 have been taken by the Beef 2012 Committee as of August 2011, and all breed 
Associations have been given the opportunity to secure the sites that were held by them at Beef 2009.  The Senepol 
Association has been offered the four sites as per 2009 and also four other sites that run consecutively side by side. 

Considering the current bookings taken by some members, the Association is already at its peak so now is the time 
to make the commitment so you don’t miss out on displaying your cattle at this major event. 

There have been some Rules and Conditions set in place that all members will have to adhere to – see below: 

Beef 2012 Rules & Conditions 

1) Sites will be allocated by the ASCBA Committee on a fair & equitable basis. A $100.00 deposit must be 

submitted to hold a site; preferential site allocation will go to those with their deposits & subsequently their 

full payment being received within billing time requests. Failure to meet payment within requested times 

could result in reallocation of sites to other exhibitors. 

2) Initial eligibility will be for one site only, if sites are still available after first round offers they will be 

distributed amongst those who requested more than one site on a fair & equitable basis. 

3) All site holders must be eligible voting members of ASCBA. If all sites are not taken up by such members, 

meeting all the set out criteria, excess sites may be available at a higher fee. 

4) Cattle displayed must be recorded with ASCBA, be current in respect of the FIS recording system & contain 

Senepol content. Exceptions are calves at foot (must be eligible for recording), desexed animals with Senepol 

content, & base recorded females with Senepol content calves at foot. 

5) All site holders must provide evidence of a minimum of $10,000,000 Public Liability Insurance cover. 

6) When a site map becomes available, site holders will be asked to nominate their preferred sites, the final 

allocation will be made by the committee. The design of individual sites will take into account a contribution 

of a small proportion of each site to the ASCBA display area. 

7) Other than site fees which will be payable to the ASCBA, extra costs will be involved, check the Beef 2012 

website. 

8) There will be some sharing of costs, eg panels between sites. 

9) It is expected that all site holders keep their & the ASCBA area neat & tidy at all times. 

10) All site holders are expected to cooperate with one another; if any disputes should arise they will be dealt 

with by the ASCBA Committee.  

11) The ASCBA Committee retains the right to refuse the display of livestock, if they feel such livestock would be 

detrimental to the image of the breed & or the livestock may negatively impact on other exhibitors. 

12) All conditions as set down by Beef 2012 must be abided by, these conditions can be found on their website. 

13) Site holders must abide by all reasonable conditions that may be imposed by the ASCBA Committee. 

Initial deposit & round 1 allocation to be finalized by September 30, 2011 

Final Payment to be received within 21 days of billing & provision of a site map 
to all site holders, individual site allocations may not be determined by this time. 

 



“Editor’s Rant” – 
By Peter Spies (Advertising and Newsletter Sub-Committee member)

Implications of a Live Export Ban – Senepol has a future 

The cruelty shown on the Four Corners report is totally 

reprehensible and as we all appreciate by now was a very one 

sided story that I believe was fabricated to shut down live export (I 

believe not just cattle, but also sheep). We did not see the multi-

million dollar, air-conditioned floating feedlots that ensure the 

utmost levels of cattle comfort and animal welfare, nor the world 

class feedlots where cattle eat and sleep comfortably or modern 

and recently-built, world-class slaughter facilities with stunning 

systems. What was shown is not the norm. Has anyone seen halal 

killing practiced here in Australia? 

We can all espouse ‘conspiracy theories’ that this is somehow 

linked to the Greens taking control of the Senate as an 

appeasement. ‘Let’s kill off live export’. I have heard that first it is 

Indonesia, and then all live cattle export, then sheep and finally 

long-haul transport… somehow designed to kill off profitability of 

the northern Beef industry. Reduce large pastoral holdings in the 

north to become carbon ‘sinks’ (with more grass and woody 

regrowth). Possibly it was a plot by US and Brazil to enter the 

Indonesian market? 

I understand that the Animals Australia footage was actually shot in 
March this year. Why sit on such footage for 3 months? Was this 
footage shared with Government and other stakeholders 
beforehand? If they were genuinely concerned about animal 
welfare – why sit on such footage? Clearly it was calculated. The 
story released to maximise shock by Animals Australia, RSPCA and 
the ABC. It doesn’t matter whether these theories are true, half 
true or not… what it has shown is just how much the general public 
expect from livestock industries. 
 
No doubt many of these people love to sit down and tuck into a 

tender MSA T-bone or Rib Fillet with a Chardonnay… but don’t 

understand, or probably give a hoot, to how it is produced, fed or 

slaughtered. I daresay most people would be shocked at seeing a 

knocking box and the sight of blood. The ‘disconnect’ and divide 

between Urban and Rural Australia has never been greater. What 

‘Chardonnay hippies’ don’t understand is that Australia has more 

commitment to changing practices than our competitors. If groups 

like Animals Australia, PETA, RSPCA and the like truly want to end 

cruelty, then they must see that our best opportunity is through 

Australia continuing to supply to Indonesia. No other country has 

our level of commitment to animal welfare through external supply 

chains. To withdraw from Indonesia on animal welfare grounds 

would be a sham because it would forsake all the non-Australian 

cattle to poorer animal welfare standards. 

But what does this all mean for the Senepol as a breed? Being a 

positive futurist I can only see opportunity in a breed like ours for 

northern cattlemen to meet southern markets. Whilst I want to see 

the live cattle trade continue, as it is another market and the 

lifeblood of the northern Industry… if it is closed down we will see 

more than 500,000 young Bos indicus cattle enter into our 

southern markets – no doubt triggering lower meat prices and 

substantial economic losses to the industry as a whole. These cattle 

will go south – as we no longer have the processing capacity here in 

the north (most northern abattoir with any size here in Queensland 

is Swift & Co Townsville). In the last couple of decades we have 

seen the closure of Queerah (Cairns), Mareeba, Innisfail (Teys), 

Merinda (Bowen) and Cape River (Pentland). 

We are all aware that Bos indicus breeds are penalised under MSA 

grading… so there may be greater opportunity through crossing 

with Senepol. Crossing with Senepol will increase docility, weight 

gains, meat quality and texture and reduce hump height when 

crossed over predominantly Bos indicus herds. Not to mention 

polledness – an obvious advantage in not having to dehorn with 

associated weight loss and stress. I cannot see other tropical 

breeds having the same level of advantage as the Senepol.

 



 

 

Hello to all our breeders of Senepol friends, 
 

Ken and I sincerely hope everyone is recovering from the terrible weather we have all had at some time during the last six to seven months 
and January 2011 was the worst we have ever endured. 
 

It has been a trying time for us all and even more so - on our animals that have had to cope out there in the paddocks copping all and sundry 
from the heavens and on earth.  I can honestly say that our Senepol and Senepol Cross cattle have amazed us with their resilience. 
 

However, we did lose 12 head of our precious stud stock during the floods, which included stud cows, calves and a broodmare. We have two 
permanent creeks running through our cattle property and most were found 
drowned in those creeks some days after the floods receded and two have never 
been found presumably washed away.  Nobody in our district had ever seen that 
much water run through those creeks and they join together on our property before 
running into the major Mary River only a few kilometers from our property.  So with 
our property being many high hills and flats mixed with two permanent creeks and 
major back- up water - equaled a record flood! 
 
But we also had some good luck:- Three of our stud 2yr old bulls were washed away 
out of their paddock but fortunately were found quite some days later - sad & sore 
with barbed wire cuts and scratches from head to toe but not sorry as they ended up 
in a paddock with young cows!!  Another two of our Stud cows were washed into our 
neighbour’s property and when he rang to tell us they were safe and sound we asked 
if a bull calf was with them?  He said no calf anywhere to be seen.  We then 
presumed he had been washed away from his dam.  However, about three weeks later, after fixing creek crossings and fences etc., we were 
able to do a full muster and head count and we ended up with an extra baby bull calf that was a bit scruffy looking with no matching dam?  We 
then drove over to the neighbours and picked up our two Senepol cows and you guessed it, this bull calf belonged to one of the cows washed 
into the neighbours and she immediately checked him out but, unfortunately, her milk had dried up.      
 
So from our losses and the above incident, we ended up with four orphan calves and one orphan filly foal.  Luckily one bull calf was just old 
enough to wean and the three others have all done very well on their Senepol and Seneblonde foster dams.  The Seneblonde first calf heifer 
lost her baby calf in the floods and after a couple of days getting used to her new 
"Twins" (Senelais heifer and Senebrah bull) she accepted them as her own.  Our 
wonderful Senepol cow "Q50" who had just given birth to her bull calf only days 
before the floods were brought in and she immediately accepted the orphan 
Senepol bull calf as her other "Twin".  This amazing cow has fostered for us before and 
she just lives for her "calves"- a wonderful Senepol trait!  The orphan filly foal "QL 
Strait Smokin Annie" has also grown very well on her buckets of the mixed milk 
powder "Epro Foal Starter Mix" and is the best one I have ever used! This filly has 
now been weaned off her milk and the orphan calves are also now ready to wean.  I 
have included some photos of the group and their dams plus the filly and some of 
our flooded land for your interest. 
 
Now during these floods, Ken and I could not even get to our Wonga property due 
to flooding, firstly by the Mary River and then just before our property the road was 
cut off by deep water running across the road.  Two lots of people were stranded in their vehicles after trying to cross this flooded crossing and 
had to be rescued by police. 
 
I can tell you we were stressing big time not knowing how the animals were faring or how  much water was running in those creeks and our 
neighbours telling us how high the water was rising - but we had no way of getting there!  So we rang our dear friend, Mr Ian Manly who was 
also in a lot of trouble with water washing out his crossings and losing stock washed up against fences - BUT this man loaded up his ute with 
fodder, drove to our property and fed some of our starving cattle who were stuck on top of the ridge around the house and this he did for two 
days before Ken could eventually get over there and assess the situation. 
 
So a very big THANK YOU again to Mr Ian Manly for what he did for us and also to all of those caring people who rang, text or sent emails 
asking how we were getting on and offering their help. 
 
Unfortunately we have not been able to show our cattle this year so we have not been able to catch up with many of you but with Beef 2012 
coming up, we hope to see you there with our cattle in tow.  
 

Thank you again, we are most grateful, 
 
Sincerely 
Ken and Cathy Marsh 
Quirran-Lea Senepol Stud - Gympie Qld 



 

 
 

ASCBA JOINS TROPICAL BEEF TECHNOLOGY SERVICE (TBTS) 

for another four years 
 

I am happy to report that MLA have agreed to support the TBTS project for a further 4 year term based on $ for $ funding.  

This is an exciting opportunity and offers substantial value for money for our membership. Further value can be obtained by members through their own efforts 
by gaining access to the heavily subsidised ‘Closer to your Client’ on-property field day formats. These workshops provide ASCBA members an ideal opportunity 
to promote Senepol Cattle AND their business using the expertise of the TBTS. 

This joint venture makes available to the members of ASCBA, a vast array of technical services and places Senepol clearly at the forefront of Tropical Beef 
Production alongside eight other tropical breed societies. The contribution made by ASCBA toward the project is approximately 0.65% which is calculated and 
linked to the three year average of ASCBA registrations from the ARCBA database. 
Examples of the available technical services include: 

 Individual producer support on the genetic technologies available via; telephone, email and farm visits. 
 

 On farm visits to assist seedstock producers with specific queries and needs. 

 Technical liaison support provided to the ASCBA committee in order to inform management decisions. 

 Technical support to service providers supporting our members. 

The TBTS resources are well dispersed and with support from their sister agency the Southern BTS operate from the following locations: 

 A Technical Officer based in Rockhampton. 
 

 A  Technical Officer based in Kilkivan supporting field work, and Christian Duff based out of Armidale. 
 

ABRI has secured industry funding that ensures a 3:1 advantage for every contributing breed Association. This leverage, coupled 
with the value offered by membership of a larger entity, will deliver value for money for the members of ASCBA.  

It is now up to the membership of the ASCBA to take full advantage of this opportunity to promote their Senepol cattle and to 
instill Senepol in the front of every cattleman’s mind when they are making decisions on breeding programs. 

The TBTS project is a service that is offered to all members of the Association – so please take advantage of their services, which include open webinars and 
numerous reports throughout the year which may help your enterprise.  The website address is http://tbts.une.edu.au 

http://tbts.une.edu.au/


 

Report on AAABG Conference 
Prepared by Alex McDonald 

SBTS Consultant 
 
The Advancement of Animal Breeding and Genetics held in Perth from 19th to 21 July which was attended by 140 delegates 
mostly from Australia, South Africa and New Zealand with invited speakers from the Netherlands and the USA. 
 
 The main species covered in the Conference were cattle (beef and dairy), and sheep (wool and meat) but there were papers 
presented on species as diverse as alpacas (genetic diseases) and ostriches (genetics of chick mortality). 
 
There were quite a number of papers on the use of genomics (DNA SNP tests) and how they can be incorporated into EBVs. The 
results of 50K tests are playing a significant role in the selection of superior young sires prior to progeny testing in the dairy 
industry by doubling the accuracy of mid parent EBVs. 
 
Results of 50K SNP tests are now included in EBVs for US and Australian Angus but do not increase the accuracy very much. 
Genomic results will also be incorporated into EBVs for meat and wool sheep in Australia in the near future and will increase 
accuracies by a similar amount to the increase in accuracy of Angus Australia EBVs. 
 
It was emphasised many times that the value of genomic results is highly dependent on having large “discovery” populations of 
animals with accurate measurements of a wide range of traits. The Sheep Information Nucleus funded by the sheep CRC has 
measured about 100 traits on 12,000 slaughtered progeny as well as maternal traits on the ewes involved. This makes the 
number of animals that will have data collected in the Beef Information Nuclei look quite small on an individual breed basis. 
However data from the five current breed BINs may be combined with data from the previous Angus and Shorthorn (Durham) 
progeny test programs and CRC data to create a reasonably large across breed database  
 
Data from individual breed BINs, together with the 50K results on the 1300 influential sires (from 9 breeds) will be valuable for 
“validating” calibrations from larger multibreed databases for the individual breeds. Current BIN projects are required to address 
the feasibility of increasing the number of animals with good phenotypes especially for the carcase traits beyond the three 
cycles of the current BINs as part of their contracts with MLA. A more commercial model with greater risks to data quantity and 
quality may need to be devised for this to happen.   
 
The future use of DNA technology 
There is a lot happening in the genomics/DNA technology area with the two major companies (Pfizer and Merial) as well as 
Australian and overseas DNA laboratories jockeying for a position to ensure that they maximise their future participation in the 
provision of genomic technologies. The use of DNA technology by breed societies/seedstock producers may take one or more of 
the following forms; 
  
1. Low level parent verification; We currently use microsatellites for parent verification at a cost of $24 plus GST. Parent 
verification can also be done by SNP testing and such a test using about 100 SNPs is currently available from “Geneseek” in the 
USA for around $13 per test (excluding interpretation of the result).  Geneseek have provided 50K and 800K SNP test results for 
the Beef and Sheep CRCs and are interested in providing the 100 SNP parentage test to Australian breed societies but without 
interpretation. The University of Queensland Genetics Laboratory is currently looking at the feasibility of providing a similar 
service including interpretation of the results at a competitive cost in Australia. 
2. SNP testing for parent verification and some or all of horn/poll, colour, myostatin, using the Illumina 6K SNP test which 
is soon to be released. It will include the ISAG parent verification SNPs but it is not clear which other tests it will include. The 
likely cost is around $35 but at higher volumes could be lower. 
3. Testing with a SNP test that incorporates a number of genetic diseases (including protoporphyria and the three Angus 
abnormalities) plus the seven myostatin mutations (including F94L). The NSW DPI laboratory at EMAI is currently looking at the 
feasibility of purchasing the necessary equipment and a suitable customised SNP chip. 
4. Routine testing with a 50K test which includes the ISAG parentage SNPs, and some or all of colour, horn/poll, myostatin, 
protoporphyria as well as predictions for production traits which can be incorporated into EBVs. The current Pfizer 50K Angus 
chip sells for around $200 but the same Illumina chip can be purchased by a laboratory such as Geneseek or UQAGL for around 
$80 and will probably continue to come down in price. The logic would be to use this SNP chip for our routine tests such as 
parentage horn/poll, colour and myostatin at say $50 and get the information on production traits for inclusion in EBVs at 
virtually no additional cost. 
 
Notes 
* Incorporation of the horn/poll test onto SNP chips is not a given. Igenity (Merial) provide horn/poll test for some breeds using 
a 21 SNP test with a less than 100 percent accuracy. 
** Inclusion of SNP tests for genetic defects will be easier for some defects than others. Those defects which are caused by large 
deletions such as Fawn Calf in Angus may be harder to incorporate than those caused by single SNPs.   



The test results for genetic diseases may not be 100 percent accurate if indirect, rather than causal markers are used for 
screening. They could be expressed as probabilities (eg animal has a 90 percent probability of not being a carrier) These 
probabilities could be incorporated into the Geneprob model. 
 
One issue at stake is that if one or more major breeds decide to use Geneseek as their service provider it will put a lot of 
pressure on the viability of the UQ Animal Genetics Lab and the EMAI laboratory who are each likely to spend a considerable 
amount of money on purchasing an Illumina platform in the near future. 
 
My national pride tells me that we should support our Australian laboratories if they can produce a service (and interpret the 
results) at a price somewhere near competitive with Geneseek (who will not interpret the results). Even people in the US are 
concerned that Geneseek is creating a monopoly because of their huge buying power for SNP chips. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Pfizer Animal Genetics 

We are pleased to announce that the Association has signed an agreement with Pfizer Animal Genetics to allow us to 

offer our members the best possible prices for their DNA profiling/parentage product, SireTRACE as well as for the 

GeneSTAR genetic evaluation product. The prices are as follows (all excl. GST) –  

GeneSTAR MVP’s – DNA marker panel for Marbling, Tenderness and Feed 
Efficiency 

$45.00 per sample 

Upgrade of any samples that have been previously tested with an earlier 
version of GeneSTAR to upgrade to MVP’s 

$30.00 per sample 

GeneSTAR MVP’s with any other test on the same sample $40.00 per sample 

SireTRACE DNA Parentage $28.00 per sample 

SireTRACE DNA Profile  $35.00 per sample 

 

Members are asked to forward their samples and payment directly to the Association. Upon completion of testing, you 

will receive your results and appropriate tax receipt from the Association. Turnaround times are two weeks for GeneSTAR 

and three weeks for SireTRACE. Please contact the Association office for free sample collection kits which include sample 

collectors, sample collection instructions and sample submission forms. For any further information please contact 

Lynelle secretary@senepol.com.au or Terry Farrell from Pfizer Animal Genetics on 0437 226 122 

 

mailto:secretary@senepol.com.au


 

UPDATED LIST OF Australian Approved AI DONOR SIRES 

Registered name "Nickname" Reg. Number 
 

D.O.B. Status 

5 Star Coffee Coffee 5ST10003 14/11/2000 D 

5 Star King King 5ST10514 17/12/2000 D 

5 Star Merlin Merlin 5ST10520 9/01/2002 D 

5 Star Titan Titan 5ST050455 10/10/2004 D 

AAC Meteor Downs Don A4 Don 1106997 11/03/1998 D 

AAC Meteor Downs K31   1107019 28/09/1999 D 

AAC Meteor Downs K15   1107004 20/02/1999 D 

AMI 635E  Flor de Mayo 1078124 13/12/1995 HD 

AMI 646F   1078132 6/02/1996 D 

ASL CR Dutchman 26E Dutchman 1076492 20/05/1995 HD 

CC JS761 King 643   1078579 13/10/1996 HD 

CN 349L   1109729 10/12/2001 D 

CN 362M   1111491 26/02/2002 D 

CN 5938D Pure Profit 1072179 28/05/1994 ET, HD 

CN 5164 Longford 1008049 16/07/1989 ET 

CN 4635 Blondie 1005760 25/12/1986 HD 

CN 5480 Hercules 1060890 9/07/1991 ET, D 

CN 5562 CN5562 1062010 2/02/1992 HD 

CN 6445G Atlas 1082220 7/07/1997 D 

CN 6614H Bello 1100898 28/06/1998 D 

CP Dusty 123L Dusty 1109046 28/01/2001 D 

Caribbean Outback Outback CBN04020 28/08/2004 D 

Cross Creek NC     
 

ET 

Duarran Brian Lara Lara IMGV019 25/12/2000 D 

Handsome Handsome 1008488 30/04/1991 ET 

HBC 7115 48K   1107544 11/05/2000 HD 

HBC 754 21K 754A 1107555 4/07/2000 HD 

HBC 918 28G   1080334 22/03/1997 D 

HBC Hot Stuff 25A Hot Stuff 1060783 
 

HD 

HBC Mr Max HBC 1H Mr Max 1082797 18/01/1998 ET 

HBC Predator 17L Predator 1109507 6/04/2001 D 

HBC WIZARD 68K Wizard 1108783 10/04/2000 HD 

Eaglehawk Shadow Boxer   ECC05A047 7/08/2005 D 

Kansas Kidman V30 Kidman 1111647 10/06/2000 D 

KF140G King Alpha King Alpha 1100008 12/02/1997 HD 

Meteor Downs Klute K43 Klute 1107045 23/09/1999 D 

Nocona Nocona 1079233 17/10/1995 HD, ET 

OLR 9902J   1106862 28/04/199 HD 

PRR 2110L   1111050 22/11/2001 D 

PRR 3008M 3008M 1112598 27/09/2002 D 

PRR 714 ET  El Super 1081290 8/09/1996 HD 

PRR 801   1102971 12/09/1997 HD 



 
 

PRR 840   1100331 29/11/1997 HD 

PRR 940H   1104712 26/10/1998 HD 

RD Hercules 6801J RD Hercules 1106796 22/02/1999 D 

SCR 3051N SCR 3051N 1114539 19/11/2003 D 

SHQ 53D SHQ 53D 1071084 9/02/1994 HD 

SW 73G Confederate Confederate 1081281 1/04/2001 HD 

TT Rajun Cajun 4J Rajun Cajun 1104386 27/04/1999 HD 

TT TNT's Mr Prosperity 12L Mr Prosperity 1109654 14/02/2001 D 

Valinor Da Vinci Da Vinci VAL04034 2/09/2004 D 

WC 1112N WC 112N 1113825 1/07/2003 D 

WC 701A   1063970 16/01/1991 HD 

WC 98N   1112836 16/04/2003 D 

WC 950K WC 950K 1111257 20/09/2000 D 

WC 990B   1068490 Dec-92 HD 

WD Senator (ET) Senator WDXY43 21/08/2003 D 

WJ Wizard Wizard 1074575 24/12/1994 
ET, HD, 

D 

     

HD - Historically used AI Multi user Donor Sire 

    ET - ET Donor Sire, for pedigree use, no donor sire fee paid.  Not available for donor sire AI use in Australia 

D - ASCBA Approved AI Donor Sire 

 

    



 

Comprehensive explanation of the Senepol Identification System (SIS) 

When registering an animal in the ASCBA online database: 
 
Step 1: 
 

The ASCBA Herd Identifier (Breeder code) is automatically updated when the breeder logs in using their personal login details: 
 

Ie. XYZ for XRAY PARK Senepol  
 

Step 2: 
 

The relevant year letter is automatically updated as follows: 
 

If the animal is born in the following years then the following year letter (and optional management tag colour) applies: 
 

Year                  Letter                 Colour 
 

2010                  F                    ORANGE 
2011                  G                       GREEN 
2012                  H                       PURPLE 
2013                  J                       YELLOW 
2014                  K                       RED 
2015                  L                       BLUE 
2016                  M                      BLACK 
2017                  N                       WHITE 
 

This is as described in the MLA Australian standard year letter code, which does not use the letter I and O to avoid confusion with 1 
and 0. 
 

Step 3 
 

a) 
 

If the Breeder records birth/performance data based on Calendar Years and has elected to record on calendar years the Year 

Number is automatically updated as follows: 
 

Year                 Number              
 

2010                 0                       
2011                 1                       
2012                 2                       
2013                 3                       
2014                 4                       
2015                 5                       
2016                 6                       
2017                 7 
2018                 8 
 

b) 
 

If the Breeder records birth/ performance data based on Financial Years and has elected to record on financial years the Year 

Number is automatically updated as follows: 
 

Financial Year                                        Number 
 

2009/10 (01 Jul 2009 to 30 Jun 2010)       0 
2010/11 (01 Jul 2010 to 30 Jun 2011)        1                       
2011/12 (01 Jul 2011 to 30 Jun 2012)       2 
2012/13 (01 Jul 2012 to 30 Jun 2013)       3           
2013/14 (01 Jul 2013 to 30 Jun 2014)       4           
2014/15 (01 Jul 2014 to 30 Jun 2015)       5                       
2015/16 (01 Jul 2015 to 30 Jun 2016)       6           
2016/17 (01 Jul 2016 to 30 Jun 2017)       7           
2017/18 (01 Jul 2017 to 30 Jun 2018)       8 
 

Step 4 
 

Finally, the breeder needs ONLY to enter the unique three digit animal identifier (we have room for four) for their stud: 

 
Ie. 001, 01 or even 1 is acceptable as leading zeros are all handled the same in the ABRI database. 
 
So at the end of the process the most import pieces of information are the Date of Birth of the animal and the Breeders election on 
the database to be either Calendar Year or Financial Year. 

 



THEREFORE: 

 
Example 1 

 
An animal born at Xray Park Senepol on 28 MAR 2011 in either a calendar year OR financial year recording herd that has been 

given a unique identifier of 44 shall be registered as: 
 
XYZG144 (ONLY THE NUMBER NEEDS TO BE ENTERED WHEN UPDATING CALF DETAILS IN BATCH SYSTEM ON LINE) 

 
ie. the first half of the year is identical for both options. 
 
Example 2 

 
An animal born at Xray Park Senepol on 28 OCT 2011 in a calendar year recording herd that has been given a unique identifier of 

109 shall be registered as: 
 
XYZG1109 (ONLY THE NUMBER NEEDS TO BE ENTERED WHEN UPDATING CALF DETAILS IN BATCH SYSTEM ON LINE) 

 
Example 3 

 
Alternatively, an animal born at Xray Park Senepol on 28 OCT 2011 in a financial year recording herd that has been given a 

unique identifier of 11 shall be registered as: 
 
XYZG211 (ONLY THE NUMBER NEEDS TO BE ENTERED WHEN UPDATING CALF DETAILS IN BATCH SYSTEM ON LINE) 

 

                                                   ~~~~~ 
 

Senepol Beef Tenderness Validation 
 

In what is thought to be the first objective research into tenderness of the Senepol breed in Australia, 79   
Senepol and Senepol cross steers from Mt Eugene had their meat assessed for tenderness using the 
Warner Bratzler Shear Force test. 
 
The mob of steers had a range of Senepol crosses including Senepol x Belmont Red, Senepol x 
Bonsmara, Senepol x Charolais, Senepol x Charbray and some straight Senepols. 
 
Mt Eugene principals Geoff and Alison Maynard were delighted to find that the Senepol sired steers had 
produced meat of very acceptable tenderness according to international standards for Warner Bratzler 
Shear Force based on feedlotȤfinished cattle in USA where the cutsȤoffs are as follows: 
 
Tender Beef < 3.9 kg 
Intermediate Beef 3.9 – 4.6 
Tough Beef > 4.6 kg 

 

Overall the 79 Senepol or SenepolȤsired steers averaged a shear force of 3.95 kgs. Twenty eight (28) 
Senepol x Belmont Red steers averaged 3.93 kgs, while 33 ¾ Senepol ¼ Belmont Red steers averaged 
3.82 kgs and nine (9) straightbred Senepol steers averaged 3.91 kgs. 
 
“The result is even more pleasing because all the steers had been treated with Revalor in the feedlot 
phase, which can have an adverse effect on beef tenderness”. 
 
Other factors that could have mitigated against tender meat was the fact that the animals had been part of 
a trial where they were given no treatment for external parasites during their life, under a moderate tick 

burden and failed summer rains (20mm in Feb./March) meant weight gains suffered a real setȤback. That 
they had been entire until final selection at 18 months of age was the final factor that could have impacted 
negatively. 
 
The steers were run together since weaning and after the very dry summer were finished in the Smithfield 
feedlot for 102 days before being slaughtered at Kilcoy.  Samples of the loin were collected at slaughter 
before transporting to the Meat Science Laboratory at UNE, Armidale for the Warner Bratzler Shear Force 
tests. 
 
By Don Nicol 



 

GREAT SHOT OF TWO LUCKY CALVES AFTER THEY LOST THEIR MUM IN THE 2011 QUEENSLAND FLOODS 

 


